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Executive summary

“Pedotoon 2021" is an all-island soil science-related cartoon competition which is held
to commemorate the day of soil science which is celebrated annually on 5™ of
December. Targeted contestants are island-wide university undergraduates and
students in advanced level biological streams. The project is scheduled to be
launched on 15t of November and the undergraduates in the target group will be
reached through social media platforms such as Facebook and officially through the
Deans of the faculties. The school students will be approached through the principals
of their schools. The contestants are given a duration of 15 days (until 30" of
December) to submit their creations which should meet with the guidelines and
standards mentioned in the contestant’s booklet provided. The Organizing Committee
has authority to disqualify any creation that violates the rules and regulations. At the
first round of evaluations, the submissions will be evaluated by a panel of judges
representing the Department of Soil Science of Faculty of Agriculture, university of
Peradeniya, based on a set of specified criteria. The selected creations will be
published on our official face book page and the most popular creation will be
selected based on the number of likes received.

Name - Pedotoon 2021
Platform - online
Objectives :

e To educate the general public about the importance of soil for the survival of
mankind.

e To spark an active interest among the student community about the subject of
soil science

e To raise the awareness about the importance of soil conservation

e To provide a platform for the young generation to express their unique insight
into soil-related problems

e To correct the mindset of the community by addressing the common
misconceptions regarding soil fertility and soil health

e To showcase the creative talents of the young generation

Contest

This cartoon and short essay contest is organized by Soil Science Society of Faculty of
Agriculture, University of Peradeniya. The contest is established in order to emphasize
the importance of soil, simultaneous to the celebration of world soil science day which
falls on 5t of December. Short essays and cartoons, either hand drawn or graphically
designed, are accepted. The creations must match one of the themes which are provided
by the organizing committee. The contest comprises of two categories, namely the
university category for undergraduates and school category for school students (A/l).
Winners of the “excellent” category will be selected by a board of judges and winners of
the popular category will be selected based on the amount of Facebook likes receives for
the creations. All the participants will be awarded with a valuable e certificate and



winners will be awarded in the virtual awarding ceremony which will be held on the world
soil science day.

Themes for the creations

e Soil is our life
e Protect soil-Protect ourselves
e A healthy soil for a secure tomorrow

Terms and conditions for the cartoon category

1) Creations should not directly emphasize any political propaganda

2) Creations should neither support any religious agenda, nor promote any
extremist views regarding any religious or ethnic group

3) Neither sexism, nor sexualized content, will be tolerated

4) If the contestants have used anything (images etc.) which is not your own work
in your creation, all that copyrights should be properly acknowledged.

5) The creations should not interpret or support any pseudo-science or any view
that is not scientifically proven.

6) The contestants are allowed to submit multiple creations

7) If you are a school student please mention the name and contact nhumber of the
principal of your school

8) Sending us a photograph which proves that the submission is your own creation,
is mandatory

9) The submission must be in A4 size

10) The submissions should either be in PDF format or in jpg format.

11) The submissions should be renamed as follows

> Your name_theme code(creation number)

> Creation number means, if you have submitted two creations to the
contest, your creations should be renamed as,

The name of the contestant_themecode(1), The name of the contestant_theme
code(2)

Ex: Roshini Jayasuriya_S_01(1), Roshini Jayasuriya_S_03(2)

> Theme codes are,
+ Soil is our life=S_01
« Protect soil-Protect ourselves=S_02
+ A healthy soil for a secure tomorrow=S_03

Terms and conditions for short essays category
1) The essays should be typed and submitted in PDF format

2) Font should be "Times New Roman", and the font size should be 12.



3) A4 ssize is the standard page size for a creation

4) Maximum of 2 pages can be used.

5) Margins should be Normal pts for each side.

6) Paragraph should be align to left

7) For school students either of Sinhala or English languages can be used.
8) English language is mandatory for university students.

9) The contestants should stick to the word format provided.

10) The word limit should not exceed 500 words.

11)Pictures and clip art

12)Pictures and clip art can be used but page limit should not be exceeded.
13)Marks will be allocated according to the judging criteria.

14) Submission cannot be changed once it submitted.

15)Judges’ decision will be the final decision.

16)Plagiarism will be checked and if it exceeds more than 50%, your submission
will not be eligible to the further evaluation.

Judging criteria for cartoon contest
The following criteria are taken into consideration when evaluating the submissions:

Relevancy of the creation to the selected theme -20 marks

e C(Creativity and the artistic skills that you have used to emphasize that message in
your creation -20 marks

e Originality of the creation: coming up with your own set of characters rather
than copying the style of a famous creation will be an added advantage-20 marks

e Innovativeness in the approach to the theme-10 marks

e The message embedded in the creation-30 marks

Judging criterias for short essays contest
The following criteria are taken into consideration when evaluating the submissions:

Relevancy of the essay to the selected theme -10 marks
Grammer -20 marks

Vocabulary -20 marks

Creativity and the innovativeness of the short essay- 10 marks



e Originality of the essay- 10 marks
e The message embedded in the essay-30 marks
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